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\ > z \e ~ | many of my neighbors, L have been subjected ; 

4 4 . . 5 
THE i ROG RESS OF and L repeat the story, as far as [am concerned 
DESPOTIS VE! in it, gotwithstanding the Department has ce-sed 
A to even acknowledge the receipt of my letters 
THE RIGHTS OF THE PRESS  lwewing testimony to the lawlessness complaiced 
INVADZD!! of, and continued to sanction, by its counte- 


mince und continuance in authority of the 
WHERE IS THE NEXT VICTIM? Wrong-doer, the outrages to which I have so 

> Cue _ —— ee , often called its attention. 
HOW THEY DO THINGS, IN NEW YORK Tuk HisronicaL MAGAZINE was established in 
CIrY. January, 1857, asa monthly periodical devoted 
HOW THEY DON’T DO THINGS, IN WASHINGTON. | to the Antiquities, History, and Biography of 
: 4 America; and few publications, devoted to 
a Morntsanra, New York Crry. special branches of knowledge, have secured and 
To Tae PRESS, THKOCGHOUT THE ( NEON 5 i iiaintained a higher reputation, in every part of 
_ Dour dispassionate attention is respectfully | ive Union. It circulates, principally, as it has 
invite to the lawlessness, in the administration always done, to yearly subscribers—very many 
of the posal se vice of the United States, a re of them dating back to is first number—and 
cital of which is presented to the Postmaster- | iy so ave residing in every State in the Union, 
general in the annexed letter; avd you are except Missis~ippi, in every ‘Territory, and in 
respectfully asked ow much safer Your mail- Canada, England, France, Holland. and Greece. 
matter will he, than mine was, whenever a petty Although its subscription list is small, when com- 
Postmaster, WITH THIs PRECEDENT BEFORG HIM, | pured with those of the purely Literary perivdi- 
shall incline, FOR ANY REASON, real or imagin- cals of the day, there are few, if any, devoted 
ary, and WITHOUT ANY NOTICE, tu toss it into a | ty special sul jects, which have secured and 
corner instead of sending it to your subscribers? seadily maintained as large a circulation as it 


Fo ns > s . ° 
Very Respectfully, Yours, hus; and there is not one, of any class, which 


Henty B. Daw —— hus enjoyed, and still enjoys, the confidence and 
Editor and Proprietor support of a greater number of those whom the 


IlisvonicaL MAGAZINE, | wold recognizes as its leading minds, in the 
Churehes, the Army, the Bench and Bar, the 
public service, or the higher walks of private 
life, from one extreme ot the Continent tu the 
other. = It has been edited, successive ly, by JOHN 
Lisrentcan MaAcaz NK OFFICE, Warp Dean, A. M., now the able Librarian of 
Morutsanta, New York Crry, | the New Eugland Historic Genealogical Society, 
Octuber 26th, 1874. vf Boston; Hon. Georae Foisom, LL.D., sub- 


[ Letter from the Editor, Publisher, and Proprie- 
tor of ‘Tue HisiontcaL MaGazine to the Pust- 
master-general of the United States. | 


Tue PosTMAsTeR GENERAL | sequently the Minister of the United States to 
oF THK UnvreD Svraes, } the Netherlands; Joun Giumanry Suea, LL.D., 
Sr: ithe distinguished historian of the Catholic 


Although the Department is well informed on | Chu:ch; and Henry R. Srites, M.D., the well- 
the subject, I do not hesitate, in view of the | known and capable annalist of Windsor, Con- 
great public interests which are involved, to call | necticut and Brooklyn, New York; and, in 
its attention, again, to the manner in which the | June, 1866, it p.ssed into my hands, by pur- 
Post-office in this place has been managed by | chase, when its editorial control was assumed by 
Deusors B. Frispen, the local Po tmaster, and} myself, and has not been relinquished. it was 
by those who we under lis control, and to the | published, with commendable puactuality, until 
consequent wrongs to which, in commun with | October, 1871, when 1 was stricken down with 
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congestion of the brain. and, for more than a 
year, withdrawn from all mental Jabor; and not 
until] January, 1878, was I permitted to resume 
my ordinary labors and the publication of the 
Magazine, since which time it has been regularly 
published, month by month, until the present 
time ; and I know no reason, unless the exercise, | 
by the Fcderal authorities, of a power unknown 
to the Constitution, why it shall not continue to 
be so published, hereatter, as it has been, hith- 
erto. 

Soon after I returned to my duties, in the early 
part of 1873, 1 began to send out specimen num 
bers of the Magazine, accompanied with explan- 
atory letters, all pre-paid; and severa! thousands 
were thus sent out, from the Post-office in this 
place. Subsequent enquiries proved, however, 
that avery heavy proportion of those pre-paid 
specimen numbers and-letters were never deliver- | 
ed to those to whom I had addressed them, al- 
though nearly all those persons were well known 
in the vicinity of their several addresses, and 
were in the receipt of their ordinary mail matter. 
Heavy losses were also experienced by my sub 
scribers, even by those who had been subscribers 
for the entire fifteen years of the publication ; 
and the tax imposed on me, in re-placing those 
stolen numbers, to my subscribers, became ex- 
ceedingly onerous. 

Soon afterwards, a letter was received by The | 
American News Company, my General Agent for 
supplying the Trade, from a person residing in | 
the vicinity of the Grand Central Depot, the city | 
terminus of the railroad which carries the mails 
from this place to the Distributing-office, in the 
city, offering to sella large number of the 
monthly numbers of the Magazine, at reduced 
prices, although absolutely NonE had left this 
office, except those sent to yearly subscribers, to 
the News Company referred to, and, as pre-paid 
specimens, sent to specific addresses ; and I was 
led to inquire, from that circumstance—as I had | 
once before been led to enquire—just how the | 
postal affairs of the village had been conducted. 
The result of that inquiry is known to the De 
partment, as the result of the former inquiry is 
known, I found open, unblushing irregulari- | 
ties, either of which would enable any stranger | 
to help himself from any mail matter, at his | 
pleasure; and these, and other wrongs, inflicted | 
on me, by the local Postmaster and his assistants, | 
were duly reported to the Department, under the | 
supposition that, in that Department, at least, 
every one was required to do his duty, faithful- | 
ly, without regard to personal or political influ- 
ences. 

Special Agent SHARRETTS was ordered ‘‘ to | 
‘‘oive the matter a thorough investigation,” as 
it was termed ; and, at the request of that offic- 
jai, early in February, 1874, I met him, at the 





Post-office, in this village, to assist in that 
very desirable and very necessary, so - called, 
*therough investigation.” He had previously 
(«sired me to make specific Charges in writing, 
‘gain t the offending Postmaster; and earnest 
‘ivtestations of the rigid impartiality which 
would contro] the proposed inquiry, accompan- 
ied, with unmistakable intimations of his own 
personal knowledge of other irregularities in the 
Morrisania office than those of which I had com- 
plained, over and over again volunteered by the 
Special Agent, led ve to suppose that my conti- 


| dence in the integrity of the Department, in the 


conduct of the vast business entrusted to ils care, 
had not been misplaced. 

In accordance with Mr. SHarretts’s request, I 
presented written Charges against the offencing 
Postmaster, FrisBer, as follows: Firstr, [legal 
exposure of mail-matter to those who are not 


| legally authorized to have access to it; Sxconp, 


Ilegal detention of miail- matter, outward; 
Turd, Extortion, enforecd by illegal detention 
of mail-matter, inward; Fourta, Personal in- 
attention to the duties of his office; and, not in 
writing, I also impeached the authority of Mr, 
FrisBEe to discharge the duties of the office, 
because he had legally vacated his appointment, 
as Postmaster, by accepting and holding two 
other appointments of emolument, from local 
political authorities—one of them from the 
Board of Supervisors of Westchester - county ; 
the other from the Board of Trustees of the 
town of Morrisania—either of which disquali- 
fied him, under the terms of the President's 
Executive Order of the seventeenth of January, 
1873,* from holding that or any other Federal 

* The following is an extract from that Order: 

“ Whereas it is believed that, with few exceptions, the 
“holding of two such offices by the same person is incom- 
* patible with a due and faithful discharge of the duties 
“ of either office; that it frequently gives rise to grest in- 
“ convenience, and often results in detriment to the public 
“ service, and moreover is not in harmony with the genius 
“ of the Government: 

“In view of the premises, therefore, the President has 
* deemed it proper thus and hereby to give public notice 
“that, from and after the fourth day of March, A. D., 
** 1878, except as herein specified, persons holding any 
“ Federal civil office by appointment under the Constitu- 
‘tion and Laws of the United States will be expected, 
“ while holding such office, not to accept or hold any office 
“under any State or Territorial Government, or under 
“ the Charter or Ordinances of any municipal Corpora- 
“tion ; and further that the acceptance or continued 
“ holding of any such State, Territorial. or municipal 
“ office, whether elective or by appointment, by any person 
‘* holding civil office, as aforesaid, under the Govern- 
“ment of the United States, other than judicial offices 
‘tunder the Constitution of the United states, will be 
“ deemed a vacation of the Federal qfice held by such 
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office yielding an annual salary of six hundred 
dollirs or upwards 

Under the first Charge, I specified the offend 
ers exposure of my mail-matter, or Lirge por- 
tions of it, under a counter, in his book-store, 
outside of the room appropriated to the postal 
service, that counter and whatever was under it 
having heen necessarily exposed to every one who 
passe! fiom the street, through his book store, 
into his job printine office, in the rear—I had 
seen that counter occupied, as a lounging: place, 
by those unto whom J should not have entrusted 
my mail-matter, unprotected ; and every one who 
frequents the premises knows there is little more 
safety for whatever may be deposited under it 
than there would be in the open space, outside 
the counters, which is open to all comers—and 
Tealled the Special Agent’s attention to Chapter 
HL, Section 80, of the Regulations,* as express 
instructions of the Department, to say nothing 
of the great interests which were involved in 
sacredly securing all mail matter from the ma 
nipulations of outside and irresponsible busy- 
bodies, as well as from the depredations of those 
Whom cariosity or profit might tempt te become 
pilferers. 

The aceased admitted the truth of my specifi- 
catium, without reserve; but he pretended to 
consider, in extenuation, that mail-matter, when 
uader that counter, was perfectly safe. notwith 
standing its acknowledged exposure—the express 
provisions of the Regulations being entirely dis 
regarded—while the Special Agent gravely as 
sisted in shielding the sclf-convicted offender, 
informing me, in his presence, that every part of 
the building i in which the Post office wis—book- 


** person, and wil! be taken to be, and wiil be, treated as 
** a resignation by such Federal officer of his commission 
“‘ or appointment in the service of the United States.” 
Justices of the Pesce, Notaries Public, Commissioners 
of Deeds, Federal Marshals who were also Sheriffs or 


Depuaty-sheriffs, and Postmasters “ the emoluments of 
* whose office do not exceed six hundred dollars per 
‘‘annum,” were “ excepted from the operations of this 
“Order; '’ but, even in the latter case, the two offices 
could be held only where the second cfice was “ found 
*‘ hot to interfere with the discharge of their duties as 
** Postmaster.’ 


** Hami.ton Fisn, Secretary of State.” 

* The following is the Section referred to: 

“Sro. 80. A postmaster will suffer No Prrson WHAT- 
“ever, except his duly sworn assistant, clerks, lecter- 
“ carriers, and special agents, to HAVE Ao)z6s TO the 
+ letters, newspepers, and packets in his office, or whatever 
* constitutes a part of the mail, or to the mail locks or 
“keys. This prohibition cxt.ds to letter-carreers and 


| 
“ALL OTHER PEeRGONS Who may be employed on other 


** duties than handling the mails.” 


by | 
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store, Mr. Baker’s machine- 
and the Postmaster’s lounging-places, in- 
cluded—was regarded the Post-oflice and 
protected, as such, by the Federal law, as if the 
abstract sanctity of the law, in itself, even when 
impaired by the acknowledged wrong doing of 
the off-nder, could protect anything, any wher Te § 
and as if it remained for an acknowledged of- 
fender te determine when he would regard and 
when disregard the law to which he owed im- 
plicit and unceasing obedience. 

I also specified, under this C harge, as an open 
violation of the same official Regulation—Chap- 
ter III., Section 830 *—-the constant delivery and 
receipt of mail-matter—letter-pouches as well as 
sacks of periodicals—by the accused, to and from 
persons who were not ‘sworn and regularly em- 

* ployed,” including street-gammons and other 
entirely irresponsible persons. 

The accused admitted the truth of this specifi- 
cation, without qualification, but plead, in ex- 
tenuation, that it was not Ais business, since 
those who had contracted to carry the mail were 
responsible for the safe transmission of the mail- 
matter, to and from the Post-office. 

In reply to that plea, and to illustrate whose 
business it was to protect the mails from possi- 
ble depredations, by unauthorized outsiders, I 
called the Special Agent’s attention to the pro- 
visions of Sections 77 and 288 of the Act of 
Congress of June 8, 1872,¢ us well as to Sections 
14 and 30 of the official enperatns ¢ the latter 


a, Sey = Seat 
shop, 


aus 


* The official Regulation here referred to, may be found 
at the foot of the last Column, on this page. 

t Those Sections of the S'atute are in these words: 

“Sro. 77. That postmasters shall promptly report to 
‘the Posimaster-general rvery delinquency, neglect, or 
** malpractice of the contractors, their agents, or carriers, 
“ which may come to their knowledge.” 

“Sro. 288. That any person who shall have taken 
“ charge of the mail and shall voluntarily quit or desert 
“ the same before he has delivered it into the post-office at 
“the termination of the route, or to some known mail- 
“carrier, messenger, agent, or other employee of the 
** Post-office Department authorized to receive the same, 
“shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, 
“ forfeit and pay not exceeding five hundred doilars, and 


| ‘* be imprisoned not less than three months nor more than 
This ‘*‘ Executive Order ” is dated ‘‘ Wasutneton, Janu- | 
* ary 17, 1878,” and signed, ‘“‘ Ry order of the President: | 


** one year.” 

+ The following are the Regulations referred to: 

*Szo. 14. Att postmasters, contractors, special agents, 
“ postal-railway clerks, route-agents, and other persons 
‘*employed either in the General Post-office or elsewhere 
‘by the Postmaster-general, AND AIL PERSONS INTRUSTED 
WITH THE OARE, OUSTODY, OR CONVEYANOR OF THE MAILS, 
“are obliged, BEFORE ENTERING UPON THEIR DUTIES, and 
* before they can receive any compensation, to take the 
** following oath:” 


* * 7 * . w 


“ Szo. 30. A postmaster will suffer No Penson wuat- 
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of which, to the accused, as an employee of the 
Lepertment, possessed the force of a positive law. 

Laleo specifica, under this Charge. and as an 
erpocial viclation of the Statute and Regulations, 
alicady citcd.* the trarsmission, by the accused, 
of pacels of my mai]-matter, without sacks or 


cover of any hind, on the baggage-cars of trains | 
which did not carry the mails, in the custcdy of | 


the baggage-master only, and exposed to those 
aho, as is very well known, ride in the baggage- 
cars, on every tain, either as passengers or 
** dcad-hiads.” 

The acevscd admitted the truth of this specifi 
cation, without qualification, \ut said, in cxten- 
vation, that he had waitten, orce, to the Depart- 
ment, cn the subject, witheut cfloing any 
cvidince, howevay, 10 prove that that puny plea in 
extcnuaticn was true, in the sn allest degree. 


In 1¢ply, to that plea, I called the Special | 


Accnt’s attention to the fact that the cffence 
complainca of, was an open violation of the 


Statute as wall as of the Lgulations ; that - 


letter written by the cffa der, to any one, on any | 
tubject, could justify such an infraction of © the 

“supreme Jaw of the land;” and that the ex- 
parwe of my mails, withcut even the protcetion | 
of aslect of bicwn paper, to every tramp who, 
thicvgh the syn pathy of a Conductor or Bug. | 
grge mastor, could beg a ride in the baggage- 
car, icadily cxplaincd how some 
vicinity of the terminus of that mail route, could 
effiid to sell copies of the Magazine at Jower 
prices than either the General Agent or the Pub- | 
lisher could sell them for. 

IT also specificd, under this Charge, as a viola- | 
tion of the Statute and Regulations, alieady 
cited, as well as of ordinary prudence and safety, 


the habitual use of the small postal-room, where | 


the letter-pouches and postal-keys are ordinarily 
kept, as a lounging-place for both males and 
fcmales, friends of himself and of his assistant, 


with the permission of the accused and in his | 


presence ;+ and I was prepared to prove that 





‘* ever, except his puLty sworn assistant, clerks, letter- | 
“ carriers, und special agents, To HAVE acorss TO the 
*‘ letters, newspapers, and packets in his office, on wmat- 
“yvrR CONSTITUTES A PART OF THE MAIL, or to the mail- 


* Jocks or keys. This prohibition extends to letter-car- 
“ riers and ALL OTHER PERSONS who may be employed on 
*¢ OTHER DUTIES THAN HANDLING THE MAILS.” 

* Sections 77 and 288 of the Statate and Sections 14 and 
80 of the Regulations, are copied in full, in Notes t and +, 
second Column, of the preceding page (3), ante. 

t The following is the Section referred to: 

*¢ Szo, 30. A postmaster will suffer no Person wuHatT- 
“ever, except his duly sworn assistant, clerks, letter- 


“‘ carriers, and special agents, TO NAVE ACOESS TO THE | 


** LETTERS, NEWSPAPERS, AND PACKETS IN HIS OFFIOZ, OR 


6 WHATEVER OONSTITUTES A PaRT OF THE MAIL, OR TO THE | 


“wau-Looxs on keys. TZhis prohibiiion extends to 


one, in the | 
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| among those who thus resorted to that postal- 
| room, as a lounging place, had been one who 
| had, recently, become a defaulter, as Treasurer 
| of the Board of Education of the town, and 
| abscondcd, to avoid the immediate consequences 
| of his guilt. I was also prepared to prove, by a 

witness whom the accused had «ttempted to 

tamper with, two or three days previously, that, 
| in one case, a letter containing a check had been 
| opened, and Celivered in that condition, with- 

out explanation; and I offered to prove, also, if 
| time and means were given to bring witnesses 
|from a distant citi, that a letter had been 
opened, in another instance, and a check with- 
| drawn, when that letter was delivered, also 

Without explanation, to its proper owner, 
| The accused rendered tle production of these 
witnesses unneeissary, by admitting that others 
than those who are authorized by law—and none 
other could enter it, without violating the law— 
were in the habit of visiting and occupying that 
room and, consequently, of having access to the 
| letters and the postal keys; and he admitted, 
also, that letters had heen opened, in both the in- 

| stances referred tu by me, and, in that condition, 
delivered from his «fice, without explanation, 
}although he denicd that any loss had resulted 
| therefrom, to any body. As the checks which 
| were in the two letters which had becn thus 
rifled, were said to have been made payable to 
| the order of these to whom they were sent, and 
so were useless to the thief, it may readily be 
| supposcd that the immunity from loss, which the 
|} accused plead in extenuation, was due to the 
prudence of those whe had sent those checks 
rather than to the official watchfulness of the 
self-convicted Postmaster or the forbearance of 
the unconvicted thief. 

Under the second of the four written Charges, 
| I specified that @ parcel of the Magazine which 
| had been ordered and paid for, by Colonel James 
Pickands, of Marquette, Michigan, as a regu- 
| lar yearly subscriber—which package I had 
mailed, at the same time that I had mailed a 
large number of other packages, also to sub- 
| scribers, more than a month before, agreeably to 
| Section 159 of the Statute*—Aad been ope*ED 





«“‘ letter-carriers and aLL oTnEr PERSONS who may be 
| ‘employed on other duties than handing the mails.” 
| * This Section is in these words: 
“Seo. 159. That on newspapers and other periodicals 
© sent from a known office of publication to regular sub- 


| “f scribers, the postage shall be paid defore pEtivery ”’ 
| (not before transmission] ‘for not less than one quarter 
| ‘mor more than one year; which payment may be made 
| “* RITHER AT THE OFFIOZ OF MAILING 02 DELIVERY, commenc- 
| * ing at any time ; and the postmaster shall account for 
* said postage in the quarter in which it is received.’ 
| #1 desire the reader to perceive that there is no limit 
| to or prescription of the parzs of the periodicals thus 
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by the accused not only without any authority, | 
OS}, P 
p of | 


tn law, but in open violation of Section 
the Statute; * and Lalso averred, as a part of 
the same specification, that the accused hid pe 
TA'NED ‘hat package, after he had opened it, for 
more than four weeks, without giving me any 
information of such detention, and until I had 
accidentally discovered the parcel, among others 


of a similar character, lying on a table, within | 
er, on the question before him, there are no 


the postal-room of the office, and enquired why 
it had not been forwarded. There were other 
parcels of exuctly similar character, which were 
also opened and detained, in violation of my 
rights and those of my subscribers, under the 
Statute; but I called the attention of the Special 


Avent to this case only, as a test-case, because I | 


had previously sent the greater number of the 
same numbers to Colonel Pickands, several of 
them pre paid, and they had been, then, also, 
stulen from the mails, as already stated, in the 
bezinning of this letter. 

The accused admitted the facts, as stated in 
my Charge and Specification, including the 
opening and the detention of the parcels; and 
when the Speeml Agent asked for an explana- 
tion, he said, in extenuation, that he, the ac 
cused, was not satisfied that T had a right to 
send back numbers of the Magazine, even to 
subscribers to the work, except as ‘ transient 
**mail-matter,” and that he had detained the 
parcel in order to “procure information on 
** the subject "—n detention which, at that time, 
had occupied, as T have said, more than a month, 
so deep was the desired ‘ information” buried 
in the well of the Department’s wisdom. 

As the Statute takes no cognizance of the 
mere dates of the works which. under its pro- 
visions, can be sent, by their Publishers, without 
pre payment of postage, to those who have sub 
scribed for them—the only statutory conditions 
being that they shall not be perfect ‘* books,” 
but only portions of books, published at inter- 
vals. and sent by their Publishers, ‘* from known 
*¢ offices of publication,” to those who shall have 
actually subscribed for them +—the shallowness 
sent—it is necessary, only, that they shall be periodicals, 
sent from the publication-office, to those who shall have 
subscribed for them. 

* The following are the words of this Section, as far as 
applicable to this matter: 

**Sro. (84. That any person employed in any depart- 
« ment of the postal service, who shall improperly pgrarn, 
* delay. embezzle, or destroy any newspaper, or permit 
‘any other person to prtatn, delay, embezzle, or destroy 
“the same. or orgzn or permit any other person to opgn, 
‘© any MAIL or package of newspapers NOT DIRECTED TO 
‘sqm OFFIOS WHERE NE 16 EMPLOYED, shall, on conviction 
“ thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not ex- 
“ ceeding fifty dollars.” . = - e * 

t+ The provisions of the Statute—Section 159—which 


| Postmaster, at 
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of the plea and the gross chiracter-of the out- 
rage were so appurent that even the Special 
Agent was compelled to abindon the cause of 
his ward and to condsmn the detention of the 
parcel, on no other pretence than for the purpose 
vf obtaining ‘information ”—and no other was 


| then offered—as a violation of the law and of 


my rights aud those of my subscribers. 
In thus condemning the self-convicted offend- 


thanks due either to the superivr wisdom or the 
rigid impartiality of the Special Agent. A 
the office of DsLIVeRY, may 
legally ni properly exunine and detain parcels, 
as specified in the Statute; * but there is no war- 
rant, in law, for any Postmaster, at the office of 
MAILING, to detain any mail-matter, indefiuitely, 
at his pleasure, for any purpose; nor to open 


| parcels, when he pleases; nor to ** seek informa- 
’ 


**tion,” without forwarding the mails to their 
destination. The assumption is too monstrous 
to be entertained for a single moment, even by a 
Post-office official, such as the Special Agent is, 
that ANY mail-matter, ‘* not prohibited by law,” + 


}can be smuentiy held back, week after week, 


and be thruwa into a corner, AS THIS WAS, with- 


|vut notice either to the known sender of the 


parcel or the equally well knrown person to whom 
it was addressed, on the mere motion of any 
local Postmaster, at the office of MatLIne, and 








control this case may be seen, in full, on page 4 of this 
Extra, Column 2, Note *—ante. 

* “ Szo. 187. That postmasters af the orrroz or DELIV- 
‘“‘ pry may remove the wrappers and envelopes from mail- 
“matter not charged with letter-postage nor lawfully 
“ franked, when it can be done without destroying them, 
“ for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is upon or 
‘*connetted with any such matter anything which would 
‘authorize or require the charge of a higher rate of 
* postage thereon.”—Act of Congress, passed June 8, 
1872, 

Compare this with Section 284, of the same Act, which 
says: ‘Sec. 284. That any person employed in any de- 
“partment of the postal service who shall improperly 
‘ peratn, delay, embezzie, or destroy, any newspaper, or 
“permit any other person to pertain, delay, embezzle, or 
“destroy the same, or open, or permit any other person 
“ 10 OPEN, ANY MAIL Or package of newspaper's NOT DIREOT- 
“ Ep TO THE OFFIOZ WHERE HE IS EMPLOYED, shail, on con- 
“ viction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay 
“ not exceeding fifty dollars.” 

t The Statute, on this subject, is in these words: 

“Sro. 145. That any postmaster who shall unlawfully 
“ detain in ms office any letter or other mail matter, Taz 
** POSTING OF WHIOH IS NOT PROHIBITED BY LAW, With intent 
“to prevent the arrival and delivery of the same to the 
“person to whom it is addressed, shall. on conviction 
“ thereof, forfeit and pay not exceeding five hundred 
“dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding six months, 
“and he shall be forever thereafter incapable of holding 
“the office of Postmaster.’ 
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s'il] 
is the thet wNV HeWspaper or other 
periodical which shall become distasteful to a 
local Postmaster or which may, by its circula- 
tion, conflict with his personal or his party’s 
interests, may be smENTLY pocketed, ly that 
official, while it is in transitu, to those who may 
have subscribed and paid for it. How long, if 
this is to be the authorizd rule, under the pre- 
cedent before us, will it be before other and 
greater outrages, in the conduct of postal affairs, 
will prevail on every cross-roads on which ‘* in- 
** formation” may be desired by an inquisitive. 
impertinent, and unprincipled local Postmaster ? 
How long. in such case, before others, in au- 
thority, who may desire “information” on 
business or other subjects, may detain and open 
the letters as well us the periodicals which shall 
pass through their offices—there is just as much 


ne ben ‘4 hopes itive: more Monstrous 


HSsuMypiier 


legal authority agd propriety for doing one as | 


the other—“ until they can hear from Washing- 
** ton,” or elsewhere, whether or not it shall be 
expedient to obey the law and attend to their 
own business, instead of their neighbors’ ¢ 

Defeated in his primary attempt at justifica- 
tion of what was too flagrantly outrageous to 
admit of an excuse, the accused then sought to 
justify his conduct by the assumption that, 
because of the temporary suspension of the 
publication of the Magazine, from the Autumn 
of 1871 until late in the Winter of 1872-3, it 
ceased to be a ‘ periodical,” and so became 
** transient printed matter,” the postage on which 
must be pre-paid, at greatly increased rates of 
postage, at the office of mailing 
postage on the package referred to had not been 
pre-paid, that he was justified in detaining it, as 
he had done. The Special Agent knew, too 
well, however, that the ONLY standard recog- 
nized by law and the usage of the Depar.ment, 
in ascertaining what are “ periodicals,” took no 
notice of the time, but only of the manner, in 
the issue—a ‘‘ periodical” must be issued, at 
intervals, from ‘‘a known office of publication,” 
to those who, as subscribers, have either ordered 
it to he sent to them or accepted it, when sent, 
and who have either pid for it or become legal- 
ly liable for such payment *—and, when the 
question was raised, therefore, the Special Agent 
very promptly and very properly replied that 
what was and what was not a “periodical,” 
for the purposes of the Department, was de- 
termined by the ‘‘manner” of its publication 
rather than by the ‘‘ time” of it. 

That such is the law and the usage was de- 
termined in a case wherein this same Special 





* The provisions of the Statute—Section 159—to which 
reference is made in this place, may be read in Note *, 
Column 2, Page 4, of this Extra, ante. 


and, as the | 
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Avent SHARR TTS once made a raid, on malicious 
charges of criminal conduct in a respectable 
Publisher, which had been made by another 
**conceited and ignorant” official; and it may 
he read hy every one, in the public announcement, 
widely circulated by the Publisher of the work 
referred to, that the periodical which he issued, 
being published quarterly, was decided by the 
* Postmaster-general to he @ perivdical, and 
**subject to only periodical postage, and to be 
** paid at the office where received ;” although, 
quite as widely, and in the same number, the 
announcement is made, that the work referred to 
‘*is published quarterly, that is, four numbers 
“in the year, although not always axactly three 
‘* mouths apart, because we publish the numbers 
‘*at such times as we think they will be most 
** servicable to our customers.” * In another well- 
known instance, also, the Journals of « Diocesan 
Convention, published once a year, at entirely 
different dates, very widely different, is officintly 
| recognized asa “ periodical,” and subject only 
to ** periodical ” rates of postage, payable at the 
| office of delivery.¢ It is the character, manner, 
and good fuith of the publication, not its nom- 
inal date, nor the rigid punctuality of its issue 
on a specified day, nor whether it is sent to subd- 
scribers, de fucto, or the ‘* customers” of the 
Publisher. nor his ** bad temper and bitter parti 
‘*- san malignity,” as General Dunn, U.S. A., was 
told was the extent of my wrong-dving, | which 
control the postal character of the publication ; 
and it has been reserved to me to be made one 
of the earliest, if not the first, of the victims of 
a new and hitherto unheard of policy, prompted 
by other motives than the public good, and 
enforced by the exercise of a power which, 
hitherto, has been unknown in the Department 
| and to the Constitution and Laws of the land. 
| (a While the accused printed the Magazine, 
| (he needed no * information” from Wash- 
5 oe ; 
| (e"ington, or elsewhere, concerning its rights, 
(ay as a * periodical,” or anything else: it was 
(Bronly after I had found another printer, who 
(Qe"did better work for very much less money, 
(and after I had exposed his wrong-dvings to 
(G"the Department, as hereinhefore stated, that 
(rhe suddenly thirsted for knowledge. concern- 
(Fring the rights and wrongs of Tuk Utsrort- 
("cat MaGazine, in the mails, and uidertovk 


* See Vick’s Floral Guide, No. 8, 1874, pp. 155, 168. 


+ The Journals of the Conventions of the Diocese of 
Western New York, of which the late Right Reverend 
William Heathcote De Lancey, D. D., was the honored 

Diocesan. The statement in the text is made on the au- 
| thority of my friend, William H. De Lancey, Esqr., of 
| New York, a son of Bishop De Lancey. 


t Letter to Henry B. Dawson, dated **‘ Wasarnerton City, 
** September 26th, 1874.” 
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[F" to play the part of a petty despot, by inter- | 
(FP rupting its cirenlation, to distant subserib- | 
(SF ers, over the mail-routes of the country. 8 | 

Under the third of the written charges. 1 | 
specified that, about the first of December, 1873, | 
I had received a bill for the postage of two | 
periodicals, from that date to the first of March, | 
1874, which I had promptly paid; that, on the | 
first of January, 1874, a second bill was rendered | 
for postage, from that date until the,first of | 
April, 1874, in which bill was included the 
pos'age of the two periodica’s, just referred to, 
which [had already paid until the first of March, | 
together with postage on two other periodicals | 
which I had ordered to be discontinued, and 
postage on four or five others, of which I had | 
not seen nor expected to see asingle copy. I 
called the attention of the accused, through his | 
assistant, to these errors, and asked him to make 
out a correct bill, which [ promised to pay; but, 
as was subsequen ly seen, without saying a word | 
on the subject to me or to any of my family, 
the accused silently threw my mail matter on a 
table, out of sight, instead of placing it in my | 
bow, and that only because, as it subsequently 
appeared, I did not pay his overcharged bill, as | 
originally presented. On the following morn 
ing, having meanwhile received what purported 
to be a corrected bill, I again called the atten- 
tion of the accused—in person, this time—to 
the fact that he had again included postages | 
which I had already paid, as well as postages on | 
periodicals which I did not either receive or | 
expect to receive, and declined to pay the bill, 
as it then was; but he swept back my mail- | 
matter, which he had brought forward from th 
table on which it had been placed, and returned 
it whence he had taken it, although I had a 
double box in the office, fur the reception of 
it. I had not, previously, been aware of the | 
detention of my mail, inwards; but, on seeing | 
that I was not to receive it unless 1 submitted 
to what I regarded as an illegal extortion of 
monies, under the name of postage, which he | 
had no legal right either to demand or receive, I 
paid the bill, as it stood, with all its over- | 
charges, and received my mail. 

That the accused had no more right to demand 
and enforce the delivery to him of the contents 
of my pocket book, in the ease referied to, than 
a foot-pad would have had, will be evident to | 
every one; and, although it cost me les to be 
thus plundered, by a Federal official, than it 
would have cost me to have continued tuo be de- 
prived of my mails, the extortion was none the 
lexs an wutrage nor the ufficial who did it any 
the less an offend r. 

THE TWO RKCKIVTS WERE PRODUCKD BEFORE 
THK AGENT, and the accused was constrained to 


admit the truth of the Charge; but the latter | 


| what I knew 


insisted, in justification, that, because he had 
“demanded” payment of a bill in which was 
included some postage which was really due 
and unpaid—all else being an extortion and a 
fraud—he was warranted in withholding the 
mails, as he had dune. 

In reply to that plea, I remi: ded the Special 
Agent that that was not, nor could be, a 
‘*demand,” which was made subject to a cor- 
rection of errors which were included in the 
bill and acknowledged, by the accused, to have 
been there; and that, therefore, no legal ‘* de- 
“mand” had really been made and no legal 
autuority to withhold any portion of my 
mail-matter had vested in the Postmaster. I 
had never, at any time, hesitated to pay the 
postage which was really due: 1 did not, then, 
hesitate to pay what I really owed. LTonly de- 
clined to pay what had been already paid and 
to be unfounded chirges on 
periodicals which did not and would not come 
tu me, 

I reminded the Special Agent, also, that if 
what was c:lled a ‘*demand,” was really one, 
and well-founded, the periodicals which, in 
such case, must have been received and employed 
as a basis for the charges on the bill, were cer- 
tainly due to me, and ought to be delivered, 
without failure; and that, as not @ single copy 
of either of them had been delivered to me, 
although more than once demanded, the accused 
was, in that case, clearly guilty of illegally 
withholding—in other words, of having embez- 
zied—them. In short, I insisted, on the one 
hand, that there hid been no ‘*demand” for 
anything, since both the bills which had been 
presented were acknowledyed to have been 
erroneous and were received back, for correc- 
tiun ; and so there could not have been a deten- 
tion of any portion of my mail-matter, without 
a criminal violation of Section 284 of the Stat- 
ute; * but, I also insisted, if I were mistaken in 
my interpretation of the law of ‘* demands,” 
and if a demand” had really and legally 
been made, the accused had * demanded” 
monies which were not due, in criminal violation 
vf Section 296 of the Statute.¢ It will be seen, 
therefore, that if J was right, in my jadyment, 
the accused had been guilty of embezzlemeut of 


* The exact words of this Section may be read in Note *, 
Column 1, Page 5, of this Extra, ante. 


t The words of the Statute, in this case, are these: 

“ Sgo. 296. That if any postmaster, or other person 
‘*authorized by the Postmaster-general to receive the 
“* postage of letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive 
* any rate of postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than 
“is provided by this Act, for the pdstage of letters or 
“ packets, on conviction thereof, he shail forfeit, for every 
* such offense, one hundred dollars.” 
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my mai!-matter, when he refused to deliver it | I insisted, as I now insist, that, inasmuch as 
vnilatt: the erroneous bill had been paid: if | the accused receives more than six bundied 
the judgment of the acensed was correct, and a} dollars per year, from his office as Postmaster, 
** demand ” was really made, he had been guilty | the United States had then, and still has, a right 
of extortion, in demanding monies, and enfore- | to his entire official time and attention ; and that 
ing payment of them, in cases where no such | his ‘* acceptance and continued holding” of the 
monies were due or becoming due, either in law | profitable appointments of ‘: Official County and 
or equity. “Town” Printer shall, in the words of the 
The Special Agent admitted that my point | President, ‘* be deemed to be, and be, treated as 
was established, adumtting that that could not} ‘a regignation, by such Federal officer, of his 
be regarded as a “* demand” which was conced- | ** commission or appointment, in the service of 
ed to have been erroneous; but, at the same | ‘‘ the United States,” agreeably to the President's 
time, he attempted to shield the accused from | Executive Order, to which [ hive referred.* 
the consequences of that conclusion, by seeking | The accused admitted the truth of the im- 
to break the force of the blow which a formal | peachment, withou. pretending to justify the 
charge of *‘ embezzlement” against the accused | continued occupation of both offices; aud, be- 
would certainly have produced. | cause of that admission, I pursaed this branch 
[SF 7o this day, the periodicals on which I| of the subject no further, 
[39 was thus unjustly required tu pay postage, When the accused, confronted with his accus- 
(= to the acevsed, have not been delivered, even | er, before a competent tribunal, confesses that 
[2F"to the extent of a single number, although | he is really guilty of the several Charges which 
[¥~ more than once demanded ; and, either the | have been brought against him, it is net ordin- 
[aS accused has EMBEZZLED that portion of my | avily considered necessary to produce any other 
fF" mail matter, also, or he ** demanded” and | evidence, to sustain those Charges, than that 
[F"has retained monies from me which 1 did | naked plea ot * guilty ;” and, as the accused, in 
[F" not owe, having compelled payment of thore | the case before you, had openly and unequivecal- 
[SF~ monies by the exercise of assumed Federal | ly acknowledged his guilt of all the inregulari- 
(Frauthoritu, although neither he nor the} ties of which I had charged him, I did not 
(39° Unated States had any claim for any por- | couccive it to bave been necessary to produce 
(SF~ tion of them, either in law or in moral-| witnesses or documentary evidence to further sus- 
(ay ity... £5) j lam my Charges—I have yet to learn that, unless 
Under the fourth written Charge, although I) in fa thorough investigation” of clearly defined 
Was prepared to prove the habits of the accused | and unmistakable irregularities in’ the postal 
asa frquenter, dwing business hous, of an ur- | service of the United States, such ag this was 
licensed Club-room, Where gambling for mouey | said to have been, such a necessity, in such a 
is, every day. the recognized practise, 1 offered | case, has ever been heard of. 
neither Specification nor evidence. L abstained | The Special Agent dropped no hint that this 
from doing so, at the particular request of the | ‘ thorough investigation’ was to be conducied 
Special Agent, for reasons which were, unques | under wore rigid rules than those which prevail 
tionally, satisiactory to himself, although they | when a hose Uuict or a pirate is made the object 
are unknown to me. ) of *'a thorough investigation,” by the District 
Under my verbal impeachment of the assumed | Attorney and a Criminal Couit; and as, in such 
right of the accused to fill the office of Post- |-case, the unsupported word of a horse-thief or 
master and to discharge its dutics, I specitied | a pirate is reasonal ly regarded trustworthy for 
the fact—and proved ut, by producing the file of | bis own condemnation, without the productioa 
the «ficial Westchester Times, that he was, at | of collateral evidence, it did not occur to me, 
that time, and had been, long betore, the ** Of- | nur did the Special Agent, at that time, seem to 
* ficial County and Town” Printer, by formal | suppose, that the unsupported word of the Post- 


appointment of the County and Town authori 
ties; ard that those appointments were, seve: al- 
ly, appointments of emclument, such as the 
President, in bis Executive Order of the seven- 
teenth of January, 1878, expressly disallowed 
in any Fedeil cffice holder who receives more 
than six hundred dollars per year, as his official 
compensation. * 

* The words of the President’s Execu'ive Order, appli- 
cable to this subject, may be seen in Note *, Column 2, 
Page 2, of this Extra, ante. 


Cciemsaa 
| 


| master at Morrisania was to be regarded, in this 
| Case, as Jess reliable than that ef the other culprit, 
}in the other case, for the same purpose. For 
this reason, theretore, I made no attempt to offer 
| collateral testimony to prove what, in every 
| point, had been, already, fully acknowledged 
} to be true, ALTHOUGH 1 Was FULLY PREPARED 
|} TO bo sv; and, evidently, very much to the 
rehet of the Special Ageut, this * thorough in- 


* Vide the President’s Executive Order, of January 17, 
1878—Note *, Column 2, Page 2, ante. 
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** vestigation ” was closed in season to allow that 


distinguished official, after he had had a private | 


interview with the accused, to return to the city 
on the one o'clock train. 

Although I was promised that, within three 
or four days, I should be informed of the result 
of this ‘*thorough investigation,” it was not 
until the twenticth of March, some six weeks 
subsequent:y, that I was curtly informed by the 
Department, from Washington, in reply to an 
enquiry respect fully addressed thereto, that ‘ the 
** Charges avd Specifications were not sustuined 
** hy the evidence in the case ;” * anc thus, not- 
Wilhstanding the unqualified confession of the 
accused, in every branch of the enquiry, that 


my Charges and Specifications were literally true, | 


the word of the accused, in his several pleas of 
guilty, was entirely disregarded and che accused 
wis declared to be faultless, continued in his 


werk of aggression !! 

What further was done by the accused, with 
the assistance of the Department, after he had 
Leen thus officially whitewashed, will be noticed, 
hereafter, when I shall again address you: it is 


sufficient, now, to invite your attention to the | 
stubborn facts that the postal service, m= this | 


populous place, is continued, and is to be con- 


tinued, herevfter, it is said, in the hands of one | 


who, by his own confession, has disqualified him 
+ ° 7 > * 

self from holding any Federal office which pro- 

duces more than six hundred dollars per year; 


who has been guilty of illegally violating the | 
mail-matter deposited in the Post office which | 


he has legally managed, for transmission to 
distant Post «flices; whose postal-room, with its 


a lounging-place for persons of various charac- 
ters, none of whom we legally authorized to 
enter that room, for any purpose ; 


within and without his office, and continues to 


do so, without even attempting to protect it; | 


against whom accusutions are made, openly, of 


pilferers, and of having delivered them, muti 
lated and opened, to those to whom they were 
sent—in one case, at Jeast, in a covering of bis 
own construction and beaing an address in his 
own hand writing, both the enclosure and the 
wrapper of which are now before me; who is 
confessedly guilty of either embezzlement of 
mail-matter or extortion of monies; and who 


open violation of all law, human and divine, 


* Letter to Henry B. Dawson, from “ J. W. Marsmatt, 


“ First Asst. P. M. General,” dated “* Posr Orrroz Deparrt- 
“ went, APPOINTMENT Orion, Wasuineton, D, C., March 


** 20th, 1874.” 
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There is scarcely a person in this vicinity who 
has not been subjected to his arrogant and op- 
pressive conduct; and an instance of the inso- 
lent and overbearing treatment, by his assistant, 
of the amiable, ten- year old daugiiter uf one of 
my near neighbors, was described to the Special 
Avent, after that official had volunteered one of 
his own statements of alreadv Known irregulari- 
ties in the Murrisania Post office, and drew from 
him a most emphatic denunciation and declara- 


| tion that such conduct affurded reasonable cause 


for removal from office, 

I need not say to the Department that such a 
man, occupying a place which necessarily brings 
him into Contact with nearly every resident of 
the village—very often with the children and 
Wives of those residvuts—has made himself and 
his office perfectly obnoxious to the great body 


|} of those who receive their mail-matter through 
office, and clealy encouraged tou continue his | 


the office at Morrisania; and I venture nothing 
in saying, also, that, were the experiment to 
plomise any success in securing its purpose, by 


| far the greater portion of heads of families, in 


this viciuity, would gladly sign a reqnest for his 
removal from the official station which he has so 
grossly abused.  Lndeed, it is openly averred 
that, were it n t for the support which he enjoys 
fromm a promineut politician, who seeks, through 
the instrumentality of the weakly weekly which 


| this Postmaster controls, to obtain some votes 


which, otherwise, he couid not so readily obtain, 
in his periodical thirst for continued office- 
holding, this discarded pedagogue could not 
lave maintained his hold on the Post-office, at 
Mortisania, until now ; agd the arrogance of his 


| tune, the assurance with which he does his most 
varied contents, has been illegally converted into | 


lawless acts, and the promptitude and pertinaci- 
ty with which both he and his lav lessness are 
sustained, against all comers, by the. Depart- 
ment, at Washington, indicate, too clearly, that 
his political assuciatiuns and his subserviency to 
the partisan demands of unscrupulous dema- 
yogues Constitute, in this case, a power, behind 


| the law of the land, which is greater than the 
having exposed letters and other muail-matter to | 


law and capable of nullifying it, with impunity. 

But there is auother and a graver principle 
involved in this matter than any merely personal 
or partisan consideration; and to that, more 


| than to all others, the attention of the Depart- 


ment is invited. 


The Constitution for the United States having 
been found too indefinite and uncertain, in its 


| original guaranty of the security of the Press 
continues to hold monies which he extorted, in | 


against the assaults of those in authority, even 


| at a time when despotism was yet unhatched, in 


the United States, ** the Conventions of a num- 
‘ber of States, at the time of their adopting 
** the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to 
‘prevent a miscuustruction of its powers, that 
** further declaratury and restrictive clauses 
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** should be added ” to that Constitution ; * and, 
in accurdance with that ‘‘ desire,” the First 
Congress, at its First Session, ‘* proposed to the 
‘* Legislatures of the several States, as an amend- 
‘ment to the Constitution for the United 
** States” —the first of a series, because of its 
unquestionable importance—that ‘* Congress shall 
‘* make no Jaw abridging the freedom of Speech 
*‘or of the Press.” + The Amendment thus pro- 
posed was duly ratified by the requisite number 
of States; and, thenceforth, ‘‘the freedom of 
**the Press” has been guaranteed by the solemn 
compact of the several States composing the 
United States; snd, whatever a State Legisla- 


ture or a State officer may do, a Federal officer, | 





even if backed by an Act of Congress, can do 
nothing, legally, which shall tend, ever so little, 
be:.** 
* Presa.” 


I need not remind the Department that the | 


Press, unshackled, has always afforded the 
preatest safeguard for the freedom of a People ; 
that the invasion of a nation’s Liberties has al- | 
ways beén preceded and accompanied by a sup- 
pression of the freedom of its Press; that tne | 
first dawn of liberty is always more gloricus by, 
if it does not directly originate in, the outspoken 
truths proclaimed from an untrammelled print- 
ing-press. For this reason—because of their 
extreme fear that those in federal authority, 
subsequently, might attempt to do what those in 
kingly authority, previously, had unsuccessfully 
attempted to do—the great body of the inhabi- 
tants of the United States, fresh from the | 
battle-fields of the ‘volution and knowing, | 
personally, just what despotism was, demanded, | 
through the several Conventions, that the Con- | 
gress of the United States should pass ‘ no Jaw 
**abridging the freedom of Speech and of the | 
‘* Press,” at the same time declaring, with equal 
emphasis, that no Federal officer should pretend 
to exercise any ‘* power” which had not been | 
authorized by the Constitution itself, because all 
such powers,” if not voluntarily abandoned 
by them, were specifically ‘‘reserved to the 
** States, respectively, or to the people,” individ 
ually. 

That was then declared to be ‘ the supreme | 
“law of the land :” that, in solemn mockery, | 
has been verbally recognized by every Federal 
office-holder, in his oath of office, ever since | 
that time: that is, a' this very moment, the un- | 
mistakeable Law, to which all, the accused 
Postmaster and the Department, as well as my- | 
self, owe an honest and entire obedience. 

But does not the Department perceive that that | 

* Preamb!e to the Amendments of the Constitution for 
the United States. 

1 Constitution for the United Siaies, Amendment I: 


abridge’ or hamper “ the freedom of thie | 
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constitutional provision and guaranty was disre- 
garded and nullified, by the lawless Postmaster 
at Morrisania and, when the outrages committed 
by him were officially whitewashed, hy the De- 
partment, at Washington, when, as confessed by 
toe accused, my mails were SILENTLY thrown into 
a corner of the Post office, instead of being sent 
to their proper destination? Is it not evident 
to the Department that no greater ‘‘ abridge- 
‘‘ment of the freedom of the Press” can be 
inflicted, by any despot, no matter show auto- 
cratic he may be, than to close all avenues of 
circulation from the Press, except those which he 
himself controls, as the Department has uncon- 
stitutionally undertaken to do,* and then to 
receive the several issues of that Press, in appar- 


| ent good faith, for transmission to their several 


readers, throughout the Union, only to throw 
those issues into a corner, as waste paper, with- 
out a word of notice of such detention, to either 
those who sent or those who expected to receive 


| them ? 


It is only a corrupt administration or one 
which -ntertains sinister designs against the con- 
stitutional, as well as the reserved individual, 


| rights of the several States and of the great 


body of those who constitute them, who would 


| entertain a DESIRE to ‘abridge the freedom of 


** Speech and of the Press,” anywhere: it is only 
the power of despotism, under the guise of re- 
publicanism, which dare, in the uncurbed ardor 
of its young growth, defy the law and challenge 
even the power of the Press to the co flict. as has 
been done, in the instance under consideration. 

* Notwithstanding the Constitution has neither vested 
the Congress with sole authority, in matters of post-offices 
and post-roads, nor prohibited the exercise of any such 
authority by either the States or individuals; and, not- 
withstanding the Congress, therefore, possesses only a 





| concurrent, and not an exclusive, right in the premises 


the Congress usurped the authority in the Act of June 8 


| 1878, to forbid all other expresses or messengers for the 


carriage of “letters or packets,” from carryinz either, 
* over any post-route, or on any other road or river, from 
‘*one place to another,” between which a ‘* mail is regu- 


| «‘ larly carried ’ by the United States; and it forbids 
| owners of vehicles from carrying any such messenger and 


every body from employing him. 

Under this 3tatute, without the slightest shadow of 
constitutional authority, the Federal authorities assume 
to exercise the so.e authority to convey “ letters and 
** packets,’’ from one place to another, the country over ; 
and what tury will not carry, must remain uncarried, 
unless in violation of the law and in the face of its heavy 


| penalties. 


Are members of the Press fully alive to the despotism 
which holds the terrible power of cutting off all commun- 
ication between them and their subscribers, whenever. by 
reason of their adverse criticism of ‘the powers which 
** be,” they shall arouse it to retaliatory action? 
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Verily, in the words of one of America’s | the outposts of American constitutional freedom, 
allest and purest prelwes, while considering one | has never demanded greater vigilance, nor more 
of the owrages to which [have been subjected | unquestionable integrity, nor more delibeiate 
by the self-convicted Postmaster at Morrisania, | coulpess, nor more resolute courage, than at the 
‘© we are, indeed, working out the demvecratic) present time. The world will soon learn whether 
** theory, very rapidly. Extremes meet, in more | or not it is equal to the existing emergency. 

** senses than one,” he continues, ‘and there | Very Respectfully, 

** was more sympathy between them, when the| Your obedient servant, 

** Russian bear and Brother Jonathan embraced | Henny B. Dawson, 

** one another, so earnestly, during the War, than | Euitor, Publisher, 

** most people thought for.” and Proprietor of 
Verily, the duty of the Press, as pickets on Tue HistoxicaL MaGazine. 


—:0:—— 


At the date on which this Extra was sent to 
press---December 29, 1874---the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had made no reply whatever to the above 
letter and taken no apparent notice of the irreg- 
ularities complained of therein. 


—:0: 


TO THE EDITOR: 
If any editorial notice of this subject shall be made in your columns, be so kind as to 
‘end a copy of them to “ The Historical Magazine,” Morrisania, New York City 


——:0:—— 
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